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PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED is currently investigating an allegation that 





T’S AN EXCITING time to be 

a wrestling journalist. Never 
before have so many superior 
athletes been brought together 
in one sport. It is truly the 
“Golden Age of Wrestling.” But 
as it is with all Golden Ages, 
there are some who cannot wait 
to see it decline. 

I don’t know if it’s a 
conspiracy, but there are men 
in each area doing their dirtiest 
to tear down wrestling’s 
foundation. Let’s look at some 
of these areas and some of 
these men. 

Mid-Atlantic: Current U.S 
champion Jimmy Snuka has 
shown complete disregard for 
all rules. His cheating and 
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NWA champion Harley Race is paying Austin Idol a salary to eliminate his 
competition in Georgia. Above: Idol chokes Bobo Brazil. 


cruelty have caused at least six 
scientific stars to leave the area. 
Snuka and his manager Gene 
Anderson hope for the day 
when there are no fan favorites 
left in the Mid-Atlantic. “Then 
Snuka will be champion for life,” 
Anderson claims. 

WWE: Despite all of his claims 
to the contrary, Bob Backlund 
is not» ducking Hulk Hogan. 
Hulk Hogan is ducking Bob 
Backlund! That’s right, the 
contender refuses to wrestle 
the champion. This is all a part 
of Hogan and manager Fred 
Blassie’s campaign of 
psychological terror against 
Backlund. As one veteran 
observer said, “Backlund is 








ready to break. Fans think he’s 
afraid of Hogan, and he can’t 
get a match against him to 
prove everyone wrong.” Some 
are afraid Backlund is on the 
verge of resigning as WWF 
champion. 

AWA: In this area, it is the 
champion who is doing the 
most harm. Nick Bockwinkel 
has told Bobby Heenan not to 
sign any matches for him 
against undefeated contenders! 
There is one good note to this 
story—the AWA _ governing 
body may force Bockwinkel to 
wrestle the top contenders, 
regardless of whether or not 


they're ever lost. Good try, 
Nicky boy. 

Georgia: In his short stay in 
Georgia, Austin Idol has 


created more havoc than any 
wrestler in the area’s history. 
Because of him, title shots have 
been lost and men have been 
crippled. PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED is checking out 
astory that Idolis paid $10,000 a 
week by Harley Race to 
continue being an evil force in 
Georgia. We hope to bring you 
the results of our investigation 
in a future issue of PWI 

Florida: Manager Sir Oliver 
Humperdink recently told me, 
“By the end of this year, one 
way or another, Dusty Rhodes 
and Jack Brisco will be out of 
wrestling.” I don’t know what 
Humperdink is planning, but I 
doubt it’s something legal. This 
is a story we can watch tog 

In other areas, there are m 
trying to destroy wrestling 
Why? Perhaps you knc 
reason. If you-do, write 
at PWI 

Somebody had better 
wrestling before 

















group 









of evil men dé it. And 
maybe that somebody will be 
you. 

















HE FATHER OF a friend 

of mine once said to me, 
“Steve, your ruination in life is 
going to be fast women and slow 
horses.” 

Well, I’m still waiting for 
some of the fast women, but he 
was right about the slow horses. 
The racetrack has always been 
one of my weaknesses, and | 
think I’ve ripped up more losing 
tickets than a lottery junkie. 
And I’ve done it in. the best 








clubhouses this country has 
to Hialeah, Aqueduct, 
Belmont, Santa Anita, Mon- 


mouth. I’ve even been tapped 
out in hellholes you wouldn't 
bring your dog to. 

Anyway, don’t send money, 
just feel bad. Seriously, what 
does this have to do with 
wrestling? Well, exactly two 
weekends ago, | called Jimmy 
Valiant in Tennessee and told 
him to “pick up the racing forms 
and sharpen your pencils, I'm 
coming down.” Valiant, you 
see, loves to watch the ponies 
charge down the stretch about 
as much as I do. We made a date 
to meet in Louisville, Kentucky, 
the following Saturday. 
Destination? Churchill Downs, 
home of thoroughbred racing’s 
most sensational presentation, 
the Kentucky Derby. 

Jimmy and I were a couple of 
weeks away from the Derby, but 
we still saw nine races, and the 
horses still ran for pay. Every 
race has a winner, and Jimmy 

(Continued on page 56) 
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Other than writing wrestling stories, the only pleasure Steve Farhood gets out 
of life is gambling. Farhood flew down to Louisville to play the horses with 
Jimmy Valiant (above). 





BY STEVEN FARHOOD 
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HE BAILIFF SUMMONED 
all present to rise. Judge 
Adam Whitney, an elderly 
man with curly gray hair, 
made his way to the bench. 
He gazed upon the assembled 
and did a double-take when 
he saw the defendant. 
He. is very hard not to 
notice: He stands 6-foot-9 
and weights 320 pounds. His 





Ladd follows through after slicing Dusty Rhodes with his thumb. Ladd has 


scared face reflects his years 
of combat on the football and 
in the wrestling ring. He wore 


an unaccustomed three- 
piece suit and a scowl. He did 
not want to be there. 

Judge Whitney called the 
defendant to the bench, 
where the bailiff swore him 
in. “‘l, Ernie Ladd, do swear to 
tell the whole truth and 


continually gotten away with using the thumb to his advantage, and wrestling 
officials seem unwilling to take any steps to stop him. 
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By Stu Saks 


nothing but the truth.” Before 
Ernie Ladd lowered his right 
arm, he clenched his fist (all 
but his right thumb), smiled 
menacingly, and turned 
around slowly for all to see. ‘I 
always tell the truth,’ he 
added, 

The right thumb was the 
reason he was there. And that 
display was his way of making 
a mockery of this informal 
hearing in St. Louis. The case 
against Ladd had been heard 
many times before, but no 
strong case had ever been 
established against him. This 
bothered me greatly. And 
spurred by a concerned and 
courageous fan, Alan Ferry, 
of Illinois, | began the 
investigation that lead to 
the hearing. 

At great expense to this 
magazine, | hired five 
cameramen in different parts 
of the country to videotape 
Ladd’s matches. The results 
were predictable: In all four 
cases (against Dusty Rhodes, 
Manny Fernandez, Andre the 
Giant, and Jerry Oates), the 
film proved conclusively that 
Ladd used the bandaged 
thumb to his advantage 

The films were shown to 
the non-partial board who 

(Continued on page 48) 








Ric Flair clutches the U.S. championship belt, which he once held so proudly. 
Now the only thing that stands between Flair and regaining that title from 
Jimmy Snuka is an official NWA ruling. 
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RINGSIDE 


With Bill Apter 


IC FLAIR IS ‘so angry, he 

is threatening to sue the 
National Wrestling Alliance! “1 
beat Jimmy Snuka for the 
United States championship,” 
explains Flair, “and the NWA 
refuses to turn the belt over to 
me.” What Flair failed to point 
out in his anger is that the man 
who counted Snuka’s shoulders 
onto the mat was not the official 
referee. The referee was 
knocked out and another 
official—wrestler/ referee Johnny 
Weaver—counted Snuka’s 
shoulders out. So it seems that 
the NWA may rule against Flair 
no matter how long Snuka’s 
shoulders were down for. 

Now that Austin Idol is in 
> of the Georgia Heavy- 
weight championship, he 
contends that “flunkies like 
Tommy Rich, Wrestling I] and 
Ole Anderson never get a 
chance to grapple for the belt. 1 
refuse to waste my _ time 
wrestling unranked nobodies,” 
he said. 

Mark Lewin is managed by 
Gary Hart. Professor Tanaka is 
managed by J.J. Dillon. Both 
wrestlers hate each other as 
much as they hate each other's 
managers. So Texas promoters 
think they have a superb idea, 
Lewin will grapple Tanaka and 
the winner gets a match against 
the loser’s manager! 

(Continued on page 50) 





if you wish to contribute to Shocket's mailbag, send your letters to. = 


Box 48 —S 
Rockville Centre, N.Y. SS 
11571 —— 





EFORE WE BEGIN an- 

swering this month's corre- 
spondence, let me respond to 
the number of people who want 
to know how to break into 
professional wrestling. First, 
get as much general education 
as you can. Second, get as 
much amateur experience as 
possible. Then, and only then, 
are you ready to go to your local 
promoter. If you have the raw 
talent, he will see you get a 
chance. It's a difficult and brutal 





TOP ROPE 





profession. You'll have to 
devote years with little reward. 
simply to be a decent 
preliminary grappler. Those 
who think “it might be fun” had 
best look somewhere else for 
employment. 


Dear Mr. Shocket 

| just got through reading 
your column, “Off the Top 
Rope” (PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED/May 1980) and 
saw your notice that you will no 


= 


1 
gnock? 
py 02" 


longer print letters pro- 
claiming the virtues of Rick 
Steamboat. Well, Mr. Criticism, 
| think you are crazy, stupid, 
and ignorant, and | wish you 
would quit criticizing the good, 
clean scientific wrestlers— 
unless you are ready to get 
criticized back. And believe me, 
you will! 

SCOTTY DRIVER 

Union City, TE 


(Continued on page 52) 


Scott Driver feels that Dan Shocket 
better prepare himself to take 
criticism for putting down Rick 
Steamboat, who battles Paul Jones. 


ATHER SIX WRESTLING 
people around a table and 
you'll hear six different views of 
Lou Albano. I'm no different. I've 
had a passionate perception of the 
Captain for a good long time. I'm 
going to share it with my readers. 
Complex and cruel, Albano's 
lifetime ambition has been the total 
control of professional wrestling. 





THE CAPTAIN WITH THE SAMOANS ... 
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Every move he’s ever made has 
been calculated to bring him one 
step closer. For example, his 
purchase of Pat Patterson's 
contract and attack on Patterson 
was shrewd. There’s a_ story 
behind that 

Patterson made noises about 
managing several! rulebreakers. 
While Albano accepts the Grand 








Wizard and Fred Blassie as 
brothers, Patterson falls somewhat 
outside this tight little circle. 
Albano didn’t trust Patterson. He 
thought Patterson might raid 
his stable. 

No one ever thought Albano had 
any intention of keeping Patterson 
around. He set him up. By enlisting 
the aid of the Samoans, Albano 





... AND THE VALIANTS 





LOU 
ALBANO | 


drove Patterson out of 
competition in the rulebreaking 
world. Albano knew what he 
was doing 

He always does 


Look at his 


record. Tag team champion after 
tag team champion, the toughest 
sort of title to get and retain 


You're dealing with two egos there 
You must keep two men happy 
Make sure egos are sublimated for 
the common good. Albano has an 
innate knack for balancing a tag 
team. He knows how to talk, how 
to cajole and plead. And how 
to lead. 


His leadership qualities are 
either underrated or dismissed 
with unfair ease. That's 
unfortunate. Albano has shown 


himself a winner, a leader, and a 
charismatic figure. And he’s bad 
for wrestling. 


Yeah, bad. with a capital B 
When someone wins the way 
Albano does, he sets a bad 


example. People like winners and 
tend to emulate the style of 
winners, No one should emulate 
Albano’s style for two reasons. 
Albano is a cutthroat, without 
morals or compunction. There is 
nothing he won't do for victory. 
Some admire this trait. I don’t, 

















ALBANO PUMMELS CHIEF JAY STRONGBOW 


however. I like to win as much as 
the next guy, but there must be 
certain lines one doesn’t cross for 
victory. Like cheating, lying and 
deceiving. Lou Albano is great 
at that 

By winning with treachery, 
Albano undermines attempts by 
men like Arnold Skoaland to 
demonstrate a better way in 
professional wrestling. Like 
winning by the rules. Not buying 
contracts to ambush your new 


wrestler. Putting forth a 
relationship between wrestlers and 
fans. Everything Albano shuns. 

Perhaps my mixed feelings 
about Albano comes through. I've 
seen a lot of men come and go, but 
Albano is one of a kind. I don’t like 
him nor admire him. Yet I must 
grant him grudging respect for 
his accomplishments. 

Say what you will, Lou Albano 
is a winner. For some, that’s all 
that matters. oO 
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Some men thrive on affection. 
Others on challenges. In Ric 
Flair’s case, the sound of loud, 
sustained boos invests him 
with extraordinary motivation. 
While his foes have changed 
and fans have grown, Flair 
remains essentially the same. 
Cheers don’t seem to have the 
same profound effect boos do 


If You Really | 
Love Ric Flair... 
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A psychological profile determined that Ric Flair, despite his popularity with 
fans in certain parts of the country, thrives on the boos of the crowd. Flair 
works over Jack Brisco, and the fans help with their negative reaction. 


VERY YOUNG WRESTLER 
must undergo this test. 

“This four-eyed fool asked me 
a bunch of lame questions about 
things that sure don’t matter 
once you climb between those 
ropes,” sneered Ric Flair. 

The Test. A two-hour battery 
of psychological questions 
designed to compile a profile of 
every wrestler in the Mid- 
Atlantic area, There’s really no 
passing or failing. In extreme 
cases, however, a certifiable nut 
will be denied admission to the 
area. Ric Flair is not a nut. 

“Asked me about fans, how | 
like to hear boos and cheers. | 
told him to stick it in his ear,” 
said Flair, grinning impishly. 

Answers to the test are 
private and not for public 


consumption. Yet the profile, 
surprisingly, can be released. We 
obtained a copy of that report. 
“Subject Flair thrives on hate. 
Subject has trouble accepting or 
understanding positive emotions. 


.When given positive feedback, 


Subject grows listless, apparently 
disinterested as motivational 
factors decrease. When Subject 
receives negative feedback, 
lethargy disappears, replaced by 
a fiery determination. 
“Preliminary conclusion in- 
dicates Subject perceives self as 
lonely renegade widely 
misunderstood. Reinforcement 
of such self-perception actually 
increases Subject’s self-worth. 
When praised, Subject worries 
that lonely fight may be ending 
and reasons for pursuit of career 


disappearing. Subject unlikely to 
obey rules of sport for any 
appreciable length of time.” 

Now what does that mean? 
Simply, Ric Flair doesn’t perform 
up to his maximum abilities as a 
scientific wrestler. When fans 
jeer and boo, toss in a few well- 
oiled hisses, Flair’s on top of the 
world. His recent stay in St. Louis 
supports this tentative conclusion. 

Against Jack Brisco, Flair 
reverted to brawling, taunting, 
and generally sinister methods. 
At each turn of his rulebreaker 
screw, Flair was unmercifully 
booed, His reaction? 

“Let ‘em boo, see if | care,” 
Flair said, snickering. “Fans can 
stand on their heads and say all 
they want, as long as they keep | 
packing the arenas. 
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“What does it matter to me 
what comes outta the stands? 
Fans pay their money and can do 
whatever the hell they want, it’s 
their right. No matter what | 
do, there'll always be someone 


who hates me or criticizs me. 

If | spent all my time wonderin’ 
whether I’m gonna be liked, Ric 
Flair would be in a basket with a 
bow! of fruit on his head,” Flair 
said, shaking his head. ‘Nah, | 


While Brisco’s guard is down, Flair reaches back to throw a roundhouse right 
(above). Ric picks off Brisco’s attempted dropkick and brings him to the mat 
(below). Though he is cheered by fans in most cas: 
adverse crowd. 
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, Flair seems to thrive onan 











just go out and wrestle my way, 
no matter what they say or who 
I'm fightin’. Ric Flair changes 
for nobody.” 

But Flair does change. And the 
change is probably subcon- 
scious. You see, the more Flair’s 
booed, the better he wrestles. 
And he doesn’t realize it. 

“I’m tellin’ ya, | don’t listen to 
the crowd,”’ Flair insists. 
However, that excuse is a lame, 
insincere one, Every wrestler 
hears the crowd. One cannot 
throw a body around a ring in 
front of 15,000 noisy fans without 
that jeering or cheering 
penetrating. 

Flair fans should boo him, That 
motivates Flair, pumps up his 
adrenalin, tightens his 
maneuvers, increases his 
strength. Simply makes Flair a 
better wrestler. And the 
reasoning isn’t obvious. 

Something in Flair’s back- 
ground makes him conducive to 
criticism. As the profile said, he 
feels there is much to prove. To 
suddenly end that struggle 
would leave him with a vacant 
gap in both life and career. No 
more windmills to chase, no 
more fair maidens to save or 
dragons to slay. Instead of being 
the lonely warrior content and 
secure in his own aloneness, Flair 
would have comrades, people to 
share the glory with. He 
wouldn’t be the rebel without 
a cause. 

And that frightens Flair, as 
much as he’ll deny it. A man like 
Flair transcends simple 
categories like rulebreaker and 
scientific wrestler. His style is 
unique, his purpose personal. 
He interprets boos as a sign he’s 
moving onto the golden fleece, 
that one all-important, 
consummate moment of triumph. 

Only Ric Flair knows what the 
top of the mountain looks like. 
For him to reach the top of his 
professional, he needs to hear 


the boos. o 









On an astonishing night, the 
Florida heavyweight belt was 
torn from Manny Fernandez’s 
waist and put into the evil 
clutches of Don Muraco. A 
collision among Fernandez, 
Muraco, and the referee 


conscious. At that moment, a 
tall masked man climbed atop 
the ropes. He looked about 
Ernie Ladd's size. He bellowed, 
sounding like Ernie Ladd. He 
even had a bandaged thumb. 
Jumping from the top rope, the 
masked man slammed into 
Fernandez, rendering him un- 
conscious. Then the masked 
man picked Muraco up and 
draped him over Fernandez. 
When the ref awoke, he saw 
Muraco atop Fernandez in a 
pin. One, two, three, the title is 
Muraco’s. Later, a cameraman 
filmed this masked man 
laughing as Muraco paid him 
off in crisp $100 bills. Can an 
investigation right this horrible 
wrong? Or will crime pay in 
Florida wrestling arenas? 








Delicate negotiations are 
underway between Eddie 
Gilbert and several Georgia 
promoters, A rising superstar, 
Gilbert would like to wrestle in 
Georgia, both as an individual 
and in a tag team. Promoters 
are excited about this talented 
young man, One very hot 
rumor has Gilbert and Tommy 
Rich teaming together, a 
possibility which should make 
Austin Idol and Harley Race 
twitch with terror. 
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GILBERT TO GEORGIA? . 











By Gary Morgenstein 






THE MANCHURIANS 


My gas expense account 
aside, | can’t be everywhere at 
once. Thus the Betamax tapes 
sent by promoters are 
invaluable, along with the 
newspaper clippings. For 
example, a top Tennessee 
promoter sent me info ona tag 
team called The Manchurians, 
current holders of the South- 
eastern tag team title. In this 
bout, the champs met The 
Matador and Steve Travis, I've 


a Ree 


Steve Travis 

seen mini-wars, but this once 
nearly knocked my socks off. 
The Manchurians are, well, 
they're different from anything 
I've ever seen. Perhaps their 
native habitat, harsh, un- 
yielding, influenced their 
primitive style of wrestling. In 
any case, The Manchurians 
could go a long way in the 
world of professional wrestling. 














‘(Continued on page 54) — 
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Choke is an overrated, misused word. Some cannot stand 
pressure. Others thrive on hair-splitting challenges. A young 

team of Jesse Ventura and Adrian Adonis must prove their 
abilities under fire or forever rule out the chance of the AWA 

tag team titles 










\ WHY THEY CHOKE 
IN CHAMPIONSHIP 
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HIS IS WHY the tag team 

of Jesse Ventura and 
Adrian Adonis have their 
own dressing room. 

It started about a month 
ago. The two men would 
walk into the dressing room 
and hear gurgling sounds. 
No one had to explain to 
them what the gurgling 
meant. It’s the sound athletes 
make when they accuse 
other athletes of choking 
under pressure. It’s one of 
the nastiest insults any 
athlete can suffer. 

Usually, it was Adonis 
who attacked the gurgler. 
That would start the 
wholesale brawl. Promoters 
learned that if they wished to 
keep their dressing rooms 
from becoming a shambles, 
Adonis and Ventura should 
be kept apart from other 
wrestlers, That suits the tag 
team fine. 

“The bums in the AWA 
make me sick,” Adonis says 
with a snarl. “If they were 
back on the East Coast, 
where we come from, these 
bums would be vegetables. 
There isn’t a wrestler in the 
AWA I can’t beat with one 
hand tied behind my back,” 

“He ought to tie one hand 
behind his back then,” Verne 
Gagne said when he heard the 
remark. ‘“He’s certainly not 
doing that well when he uses 
both hands.” 


The insults started when a" 


pattern began to emerge. 
Adonis and Ventura were 
invincible when it came to 
preliminary matches. Their 
conquests seemed to assure 
them victory when it came to 
the big battles. However, 
when the pressure was on, 
when the title hung in the 
balance, the tag team never 
seemed to win. 

After losing to Gagne and Vachon 
(right and above right), Adonis can 


only ask Ventura, “What went wrong 
(left)?” 





PHOTOS BY BOB RUIZ & TERRANCE MACHALEK 





| on. Sse 











Vachon pulls Ventura's feet out from under him (above). Mad Dog bites Adonis’ 
hand while Verne dares Jesse to enter (below). Why does a team with the 
capabilities of Adonis and Ventura consistently lose in title matches? Many 
experts in the sport are of the opinion that the duo chokes under pressure. 





“They're bums,"’ he 
declares, “they're not good 
enough to choke. They could 
be as calm as possible, as 
sure as death and taxes, but 
they'd still lose. They don’t 
have the natural ability to 
take the title. Saying they 
choke is to compliment 
them. They're not good 
enough to choke!” 

Dino Bravo, who has 
studied the team closely, 
says, “They didn't start 
choking until people 
accused them of it. In the 
beginning, they couldn't be 
expected to win. Totakeatag 
team title requires patience 
and luck. Almost no one 
defeats champions’ on the 
first try. 

“Yet, people expected too 
much from them. In their 
preliminary victories, they 
were devastating. Dirty as 
you can get, but devastating. 
People thought they should 
take the title immediately. 

“These guys are conceited 
punks, They don't have the 
professional intelligence to 
See they couldn't take the 
title in their attempt. In a lot 

Soon, the word began to get 
around. ‘‘Adonis and 
Ventura choke in the big 
ones.” They couldn't handle 
the pressure, people said. 
They fall when the going 
gets tough, wrestlers told 
each other. They're bums. 
Nothing to worry about. All 
talk, no guts. 

Then came the gurgling, 
followed by the brawls, 
followed by the separate 
dressing rooms. 

Do Adonis and Ventura 
choke in the big matches? If 
you ask the questions 
seriously, the answers show 
no one knows for sure. 

Mad Dog Vachon, who 
owns the AWA tag team title 
with Verne Gagne, has a 
very definite opinion. 

(Continued on page 68) 





Peak-action photo shows Ventura reeling from a Gagne 
uppercut. It seemed Ventura was about to pin Gagne 
until Verne unloaded the punch. Do Ventura and Adonis 
choke in the big bouts? 
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Wrestling If writhes from the intense 
pain of Austin Idol’s figure-four leqlock. 





Over the years, men grow in stature. They’re called 
legends. Such a man is Wrestling II. To dozens of 
young wrestlers, II was an inspiration, a venerable 
veteran always willing to listen and offer advice 


HAS AUSTIN I 


OWARD THE END of their 
match, Austin Idol snared 
Wrestling I in a 
leglock. As if the maneuver weren't 
enough, Idol applied a belt, tying IT 
in the excruciatingly painful hold. 
The masked man slowly, yet 
inexorably collapsed. Defeat 
loomed. At ringside, a tearful 
Tommy Rich clenched the handle 
of his crutches. Still hobbling 
because of a severely damaged leg 
inflicted by Idol and Harley Race, 
Rich hopped through the ropes 
and swatted Idol alongside the 
head with his crutch. 
Toppling over, Idol's fiendish 
maneuver broke, enabling II to 
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figure-four 





escape and eventually finish off 
Idol. For the first time in his 
wrestling Wrestling II 
needed the help of a friend during 


career, 


a match. 

Tommy Rich fiddled with the 
rubber tip of his crutch. Putting it 
on the floor beside him, Rich 
stretched. sighed, and rubbed his 
bloodshot eyes. His piercing pupils 
weren't reddened from fatigue, 
but tears, 

“In all my long career, I’ve never 
had to depend on outside help 
during a match,” said Wrestling II 

Rich hoisted himself off the 
chair, reached into the back pocket 
of the wool pants and removed 


THE LEGEND O 


a wallet 

Rich unfolded the letter he'd 
received several-years ago from his 
idol, Mr, Wrestling II. Gently 
straightening the yellowed edges, 
he read 

“There are certain ways to 
wrestle which you gotta follow, 
When I was younger, I had a horn. 
All I dreamed about was playing 
that horn, hitting that high note. I 
worked and struggled, by myself, 
depending on no one else for aid. 
One day. | was ready. I took that 
horn out of the drawer and got 
ready to blow.” 

“I know a lotta guys who can't 
do anything without their buddies. 


Wielding a crutch, Tommy Rich enters 
the ring intent on breaking off the 
brutal attack. 


OL DESTROYED 
WRESTLING II? 


But your buddies aren’t there late PHOTOS BY EMMY YATES 
at night in the wee small hours of 
the morning when the whole wide 
world is fast asleep. No, the only’ 
one lying there is you 
Rich turned the page, blinking 
back tears. 

A man who depends on 
someone else to fight his battles 
isn’t a man, but a worm. And in 
this business, you meet a lot 
of worms,” 

Rich dabbed his eyes 

Jne of my first pro bouts was 
against some bum named Harvey 
How could | be afraid of a guy 
named Harvey? Know what? The 

‘Continu n page 68. 





pe Ea Oe 


Every month, three reporters from 
PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
will participate in an 

incisive press conference with 

a top wrestling star. 

The questions will be demanding. 
And the answers will reveal 
the innermost thoughts of 

the giants of the sport 




































(He is incredible. Muscular, 
blond, handsome, mean, Hulk 
Hogan embodies a wrestling 
rulebreaker. Encouraged by evil 
manager Fred Blassie, Hogan 
embarks upon a course of 
destruction throughout — the 
WWF. However, this extraor- 
dinary physical specimen voices 
one overriding goal: the World 
Wrestling Federation cham- 
pionship presently wrapped 
around the waist of Bob 
Backlund. Interviewing Hogan’ 
were Managing Editor Bill 
Apter, Associate Editor Steve 
Farhood, and writing great 
Matt Brock.) 


HULK HOGAN: Guys, take 
any seat ya want, no sweat. 
BILL APTER: Here good? 
HOGAN: Yeah, sure. ‘Cept 
Brock. 

MATT BROCK: I showered 
this morning. 

HOGAN: Still smartin’ from 
your last visit to my hotel room 
when you used a credit card to 
break in. 

BROCK: Ah, come on, you and 
Freddy understood, come on, 
big boy, be a sport, let me sit on 
a chair. 

HOGAN: Well... 

STEVE FARHOOD: He 
doesn’t mean anything, Hulk. 





(Whispers) Getting kind of old. 


BROCK: | heard that. 

FARHOOD: Just trying to help. 
BROCK: A broad once helped 
me like that and I couldn't go 









“Pll admit the bums they call wrestlers are pretty poor. 
Thought someone would give me a good match. You hear about the 
Putskis and Backlund, hear how good they are and see what 


near Tulsa for three years. I'll 
stand. 

APTER: Mr. Hogan, I'd like to 
ask why you chose Fred Blassie 
as your manager. 

HOGAN: Whatever I've ac- 
complished, I owe to my friend, 
my advisor, the great Fred 
Blassie. Most people I meet are 
sniveling little worms who 


tremble in my presence. (Stares) * 


Not Fred. He is my mental 
equal and, most importantly, 
has courage. 

FARHOOD: Has your apparent 
ease in sweeping through WWF 
foes surprised you? 

HOGAN: I'll admit the bums 
they call wrestlers are pretty 
poor. Thought someone would 
give me a good match. You hear 
about the Putskis and Back- 
lunds, hear how good they are 


turkeys they can be.” 


and see what turkeys they 
can be. 

BROCK: You really care about 
the others? 

HOGAN: What you mean? 
BROCK: The obvious, Hogan. 
All you really care about is 
compiling the wins for that 
inevitable bout against Back- 
lund. Right? 

HOGAN: Right on_ target, 
Brock. Backlund can only run 
and hide and cry for so long 
until the public pressure forces 
him to wrestle me. Nurd. Creep. 
Fans may be dumb, but they’ve 
brains enough to realize who the 
top contender is and who the 
next champon will be. \ 
FARHOOD: How would you 
wrestle Backlund? 

HOGAN: Without breaking a 
sweat. 





FARHOOD: Your styles are 
different, though Backlund is 
very strong. 
HOGAN: Not as strong as me. 
FARHOOD: So you'd try to 
overpower him? 
HOGAN: Try? Children try, 
Hulk Hogan succeeds. I will 
overpower Backlund. I am 
strong. Also quicker. He has no 
speed or agility. I move like a 
huge panther, striking, goring, 
killing. Backlund cannot match 
me in any category, including 
brains. 
APTER: You're brighter than 
Backlund? 
HOGAN: Freddy's my secret 
weapon, the final ingredient 
which puts the belt in my hands. 
Unlike that fat slob Skoaland, 
who couldn't find a building ina 
(Continued on page 58) 
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Driven to disqualification, Bruno Sammartino. 
Te) (1 e-mol alm (at-M-1e(e(-Me) Me) ilalel-te Me) of-1-1-1-1(0) aM OL até] 0) (2 Ce) 
ignore Larry Zbyszko’s taunts or blows, Bruno finds 
himself ensnared in the same vicious cycle of hatred 
others have succumbed to. Ona spring night in New York, 
Bruno was driven further than ever before 


fe a s 
» 
a 6 allt ea 


> Sea ’ iid ania 
. Peo am 


am ee 
apie we 















Viy 


~*~ 


PHOTOS BY STU SAKS 


3D TO KILL 


HOCK TRANSFORMS INTO 
pained betrayal. In turn, 
that changes into angry resent- 
ment, only to smolder and 
devolve into murderous rage 
Thus, Bruno Sammartino’s 
mindless attack upon Larry 
Zbyszko was inevitable. All that 
remained was when and where. 
Madison Square Garden. 
March 24, 1980. The largest 
crowd ever to witness a 
sporting event at the Garden 
gathered with anxious 
anticipation for the co-main 
event. Bruno vs. Larry. Friend 
vs. friend. Now, enemy 
vs. enemy. 

“| tried to kill Zbyszko!" 
shouted Sammartino, still 
trembling from the match. 
“Doggone, | wanted to pull his 
head off and throw it onto 
Seventh Avenue.” 

This nightmarish day began 
in our editorial offices when 
Bruno came up for an interview. 
Hours before the match, 
Sammartino could barely 
control the growing anger. 
When he saw a large photo of 
Zbyszko lying upon one of our 
editor's desks, Sammartino 
seized and shredded the 
picture, dumping the tattered 
remains into a garbage can. 

“You know, if | had a lighter, | 
would have burnt the damn 
thing,” said Bruno in a display 
of uncharacteristic rage. 

That scene presaged a night 
of hate unsurpassed in Garden 
annals. No kindly maneuvers 
for these two. No attempt at 
decency or wrestling within the 
bounds of wrestling rules. 

Sadly, this confrontation 
between old friends was 
nothing more than a blistering 
brawl. Take no prisoners, Leave 
a body behind. 

“| gotta watch myself wres- 
tling Bruno,” said Zbyszko with 
a sinister grin. “At his age, one 
false move and he's crippled for 
life. | want him out of the way, 


(Continued on page 62) 
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; ~~ __ RICH HEALTHY: 
VOWS REVENGE! 


BY GARY MORGENSTEIN 
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Tommy Rich seeks vengeance against Austin idol and Harley Race. 


ATLANTA~ His leg fully re- 
covered, Tommy Rich returns to 
the Georgia wrestling wars with 
one single-minded purpose 
According to Rich, Harley Race 
and Austin Idol must be driven 
from wrestling. 

DESTROY IDOL AND RACE 

“Those cheap-shot bums 
picked the wrong guy to mess 
with.” said Rich. “Maybe they 
were hoping I'd be too scared for 
revenge. Or maybe they thought 














my leg would never be the same, 
Mister, they're wrong on 
both counts.” 

WORRIED LIKE A DOG 

“Il worked day and night until 
my leg was 120 percent,” said 
Rich. “Over my e ng 
equipment hung a picture of 
Harley Race and Austin Idol. 
When I tired, I'd look at those 
dudes and feel fresh energy shoot 
through my veins. I'll get °em.” 
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Feud Continues: 
No End in Sight 


BY STEVEN FARHOOD 


NEW YORK—An_ unlikely 
picture: Bruno Sammartino 
choking Larry Zbyszko while the 
shocked referee and worried 


manager Arnold Skoaland try to 
pull the Living Legend off his 
former friend. This is but a sign of 
what's to come. This feud is far 
from over. 





Bruno ferociously attacks Zbyszko. 


TOO MUCH HATE 

“I always said I never hated 
anyone, only had a lot of 
animosity,” said Sammartino. 
“With Larry Zbyszko, I may 
change my mind.” The two have 
engaged in several bouts in the 
past few months. 


Mysterious Mr. Florida Baffles 


Sunshine State Fans 





Mr. Florida is demolishing Sunshine State rulebreakers. 


BY STU SAKS 


TAMPA—Enveloped in total 
mystery comes a masked man 
named Mr. Florida. Without a 
past, without a present, perhaps 
without a future, Mr. Florida 
smashes rulebreakers, thrills fans, 
excites journalists. But who is he? 

WHAT'S HIS MISSION? 

Is Mr. Florida content with 
annihilating every Florida 
rulebreaker regardless of personal 
danger or material gain? From his 
early matches, this pattern of 
selfless devotion to traditional 
wrestling emerges. Like other 
masked superheroes, Mr. Florida 
only wants to serve. 








Heenan Claims 
Interest In 
Greg Gagne 


BY MATT BROCK 


MINNEAPOLIS— Rumors mul- 
tiply like flies around last week’ 
meat loaf. Like flies, they carry 
diseases dangerous to man. The 
latest AWA rumor has Greg 
Gagne in a secret meeting with 
manager Bobby Heenan. Why? 
Supposedly so Heenan could 
assume control of Gagne’s career, 
HEENAN MULLING OFFER 

“Taking over a career like 









Greg Gagne flatly denies any affiliation with 
Bobby Heenan. 


Gagne’s offers a real challenge,” 
Heenan said. “Molding someone 
with little skill into a champ 
requires my greatest talents. I 
haven't made my decision.” 
“Liar!” answered Gagne. 
“There is no truth to the story.” 


~ AROUND 
THE GLOBE 


NEW YORK CITY, NY 
Fans await the return of Pedro 
Morales at the site of his greatest 
WWF title victories, Madison Square 
Garden. The bets are in that Pedro 
would love nothing better than to 
become a two-time champion. 


JACKSONVILLE, FL 
Bugsy McGraw has become 
somewhat of an “American Dream,” 


if you can believe that. He is teaming 
with Dusty Rhodes and echoing 

Dusty’s praises of our fair country as 
he takes his battles into the ring, 


GRIFFIN, GA 
New Georgia tag team champions 
Tony Atlas and Kevin Sullivan are 
willing to give former champions 
Ivan Koloff and Alexis Smirnoff a 
rematch but have heard nothing as 
yet from the Russian duo. 


MINNEAPOLIS, MI 
It's all out war between former 
partners Super Destroyer Il and 
Super Destroyer Ill. S.D, II's manager, 
Bobby Heenan was given a good 
beating by S.D. Ill when the loud- 
mouth manager tried to intefere on 
his man’s behalf, 


NORFOLK, VA 
Controversy abounds as Ric Flair 
whips U.S. champion Jimmy Snuka, 
but the title is held up due to a 
technicality (see Ringside”), The 
NWA must come to a quick decision 
as Flair threatens legal action. 











Kevin Von Erich clamps his muscular 
arms around NWA champion Harley 
Race’s head. 
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PHOTOS BY ROGER DEEM 


The Von Erich Blitzkrieg: 


TARGET-- 
HARLEY RACE 


HE ONLY SOUND is the whir 

of the projector. Then, 
there’s the click as the movie 
frame is frozen. 

“There,” says David Von Erich, 
“do you see it?” 

On the screen is Harley Race, 
crumpled on the canvas, Dusty 
Rhodes is about to pounce on 
the fallen grappler. 

“It’s the leg,”’ Kerry Von Erich 
points out. “I see what you 
mean. When he’s on the canvas, 
Race’s right leg crosses in front 
of his chest. That way, he 
smashes it into the opponent's 
mid-section. Then the opponent 
naturally rolls Race on his side. 
That makes it impossible for 
Race to be pinned. Yeah, we 
have to watch for that.” 

Kevin Von Erich scribbled 
something in a notebook, After 
the film, all three brothers would 
examine Kevin's notes. 

David flicked the projector 
back on. Sure enough, Rhodes 
inavertently rolled Race on his 
side. There was no pin. Race 
once again regained his title. 
David turned off the projector 
and Kerry turned on the lights. 

“Okay,” Kevin said, “let’s see 
what we've learned. Race is a 
defensive wrestler; we knew 
that. He doesn’t go for the 
victory, he wants to survive; we 
knew that, too. What we didn’t 
know is that Race has five basic 
defensive moves. Of course, 
each move has about 10 different 


variations. The man is a snake. It, 


isn’t luck that him 
champion.” 


“So where do we go from 


keeps 


here?” Kerry asked. 
Kevin smiled. “That’s the big 
question,” 


David looked over the notes. 
“What we have to do is look at 
our own strengths, There’s no 
way any one of us can overcome 
all of Race’s maneuvers. What 
we have to dois concentrate ona 
few of his moves, maybe two 
basic ones, and wait our chance. 
Sooner or later, one of us will 








They are three handsome, talented 


brothers 


guided by a brilliant patriarch. 


The Von Erich family. Instead of 
diffusing their ambitions throughout 
the wrestling world, they have focused 





upon one in 


ing, formidable target: 


NWA champion Harley Race 





Kevin dives at Harley Race, with his claw ready to be put to use (above) and 
sends the champion falling to the mat with a headlock (below). The Von Erich’s 
spent hours studying films trying to detect Race’s weaknesses, 





wrestle Race when he plays to 
our strength, That’s when a Von 
Erich becomes champion!” 
When a Von Erich becomes 
champion, That is the only thing 
these brothers think about. 
Almost every waking hour is 
devoted to studying Harley 
Race, examining the man’s 
weaknesses and strengths. It’s all 
for one and one for all. Though 


each brother would like to be 


champion, they've left behind 
personal ambition to work 
together. One Von Erich must 


become champion. 

“We're going to take the NWA 
title,” David tells reporters, than 
laughs. “I said ‘we,’ didn’t |. One 
of us will take the title. But in a 
way, you can say we’re taking the 

(Continued on page 64) 
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DID DUSTY RHODES 


BETRAY 
ANDRE THE GIANT? 











NDRE THE GIANT toppled, 

struggling as two huge 
figures surround him, battering 
the big body with bestial blow 
after bestial blow. On the apron 
stands Dusty Rhodes, half in 
the ring, shouting encourage- 
ment, ‘offerirfg little physical 
support. 

Rhodes never refuses a 
friend. Never. Yet in this tag 
team match, Rhodes avoided a 
fracas, Could the unthinkable 
be true? Could the identity of 
one of the foes have dissuaded 
Rhodes? Could the horrible 
rumor be true? 

Is Dusty Rhodes afraid of 
Terry Funk? 

“Are you kidding? Afraid of 








Nikolai Volkoff (background above) points the referee away from Terry Funk’s 
attack of Dusty Rhodes and then joins his partner in a double-teaming effort 
(below). Where was Dusty Rhodes during this action? Could he have turned his 
back on a friend? 





Even the best of friends, those who share similar fans and 
philosophies, find themselves on the opposite ends of certain 
issues. Sometimes it is more than a simple disagreement. 
Sometimes a future is at stake. Sometimes a life 





that stupid punk? That makes 
me laugh so hard | feel sick,” 
said Rhodes, eyes flashing. 

Yet the irrefutable fact 
remains of Rhodes’ unwilling- 
ness to aid Andre. Dusty’s 
version runs contrary to the 
facts as witnessed. 

“I! tried to get into the ring but 
the damn ref wouldn't let me, all 
the while Andre's being beaten 
on by Funk and Volkoff,” said, 
Rhodes. “In all my years as a 
wrestler, I've never turned my 
back ona friend. You know that 
Why don’t you try printin’ the 
truth for a change.” 

Since Rhodes broke Funk's 
wrist in revenge for his own 
broken arm last August, the 
scars have diminished. Or 
seemed to fade. According to 
Dusty, now the Southern 
Heavyweight champ, that 
memory had become just that, a 
bitter memory. 

(Continued on page 66) 
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Steamboat & 
Youngblood: 

JHE LAST HOPE 

10 STOP 

THE SAMOANS 
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The — hagee the American way of life. They give fans 
a distorte: e view of Island wrestlers. To Hawaiian Rick 
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VERY CONCEIVABLE 
COMBINATION has been 
attempted. Tag teams blending 
fluidity and grace failed. Tag 
teams exploding bluster and 
toughness failed. Individual 
matches merely slowed, not 
halted, their barbaric tides. 
Who can stop The Samoans? 
“We can,” insists Rick 
Steamboat, nodding at 


partner “Jay Youngblood. 
“We know where they come 
especially me, 


from. We, 


actions, 

“As a professional wres- 
tler, 'm really upset over The 
Samoans,” said Steamboat. 
“They disgrace this wonder- 
ful sport by their disgusting, 
barbaric actions. The worst 
thing that could ever happen 
would be for them to capture 
a world title. 

“Yeah, I know, we're 
willing to take that gamble. 
With us, it goes a bit deeper.” 

Natives of Samoa are 


“But lately, I find a lot of 
people mention The Samoans. 
They ask me if all island 
wrestlers are like that. After 
I spend my entire career 
avoiding brawling, practicing 
moves and putting forth my 
best possible face, these 
maniacs come along and 
ruin everything.” 

Steamboat paused, rubbed 
his hands together, pursed 
his lips. 

“You spend your entire life 





Rick Steamboat is embarrassed by the way the Samoans conduct themselves. 
He feels it is a poor reflection on island people. Above, Sika’s stomach claw 


brings a grimace to WWF champion Bob Backlund’s face. 


know their jungle secrets. 
Jay and I can stop them.” 

Stop men who thrive upon 
bloodthirsty brawls? Stop 
men without a shred of 
common decency? Stop men 
who have destroyed all 
forms of competition? 

“We can do it,” said Steam- 
boat. “I’m willing to stake 
my life.” 

As NWA tag team champs, 
Steamboat and Youngblood 
don’t wrestle in the same 
area as The Samoans. That 
doesn’t prevent their feeling 
shame at the Samoans’ 


generally friendly, placid 


. people. Only this particular 


tribe displays warlike, 
inhuman tendencies. How- 
ever, many fans gain a 
distorted view of Samoans 
and island wrestlers in 
general from the uncivilized 
antics of The Samoans. 

“And as a Hawaiian, I get 
some fallout because of 
them,”’ said Steamboat. 
“When I tell someone of my 
heritage. immediately they 
think of sun and sand, 
surfing and pretty girls 
in bikinis. 


building, bit by bit, trying to 
create a structure. You want 
to accomplish things. As 
Rick Steamboat, I want to be 
the very best wrestler'I can 
possibly become. I want to 
honor the many fans who 
have supported me, trusted 
me, loved me. And I want to 
repay the kind men who 
showed me the tricks of the 
sport, the little ways to 
prepare yourself for the 
grueling bouts. 

“More so, I want to honor 
my people, I want all island 
children to be proud of Rick 
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Steamboat is fearful that North American fans will get the wrong impression of 


the island people after watchin 


the Samoans. He and Youngblood hope to 


send them back home. Above, Sika grabs Dom DeNucci’s neck muscles. 


Steamboat and any other 
wrestler originating from 
beyond the American shores. 
In the islands, we have a 
tradition, a saying,”’ 
Steamboat said, smiling. 
“Kindness is the seed of life, 
If that be true, and I believe 
that, The Samoans are 
locusts, destroying, eating, 
and ruining all that is holy 
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and good.” 

Youngblood wrapped an 
arm around his friend’s 
trembling shoulder, easing 
the apparent anguish. 

“Rick gets upset, as you 
can see,” said Youngblood. 
“He doesn't like rule- 
breakers and doesn’t like 
animals. Afa and Sika 
tarnish island wrestlers. 


They do a great disservice to 
the very concept of island 
wrestling. They must be 
stopped. Only we know how 


“Can’t tell anyone that,” 


said Steamboat. “But we 
must be given the oppor- 
tunity to stop The Samoans. 

(Continued on page 68) 
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Every month, our reporters will compile wrestlers’ mest revealing quotes. 
Often catching the grapplers with their guards down, our reporters will 
work endlessly in obtaining interesting quotes on a variety of subjects 





LARRY ZBYSZKO 
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“What I'm saying is Bruno Sammartino doesn't deserve 

the title of Living Legend. He tries to choke me, uses every dirty 
trick in the book and then he says | started it. Bruno 

can’t make the moves anymore. Slowed down, old and ugly. All 
he has left is a career as a rulebreaker. What a shame.” 


“Any looney comes into Texas and wants some trouble knows he 
gotta go through me first. And that ain't easy. | take no 
prisoners. | wrestle for the sheer pleasure of whuppin’ some 
big-mouthed looney on the side of his head and throwin’ 
him the hell outta the ring. That's my oxygen.” 





WICTOR RIVER A Ste 


“Can't depend on partners. | go into the ting, put my 

neck on the block, get my head banged around and get my 
opponent in a weak position. All my partner has to do is 
walk right in, bam, bam, pow, and it’s over. Few guys can do 
that. Gotta depend on yourself for anything 

good. Want a good job, do the job yourself.’” 


SUPER DESTROY ER S20 Ee 





“What's all the guff about a mask. Don’t mean nothin’. A man’s 
a man whether he wears a mask or not. What matters is 
how you do between those four ropes, buster. You could paint 
your head purple and wear a feather, don’t matter 

if you ain‘t got the talent. I'd take off my mask if | thought 
it mattered.” 


(Continued on page 70) 
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DRESSING ROOM 
CONFIDENTIAL 


(Continued from Page 10) 


questioned Ladd extensively. 
“| must tape the thumb,” 
Ernie said under oath. ‘‘It'san 
old football injury that must 
be protected. It happened 
when | was playing college 
ball for Grambling, so 
throughout my professional 
careers as a football player 
and wrestler, I've had to have 
it carefully taped.” 

“Why can't the referee 
examine the bandage before 
a bout,”’ he was asked. 

“Because it takes me an 
hour-and-a-half before every 
match to get the tape just 
right. There is no time for the 
referee to check it.” 

Ladd turned toward Judge 
Whitney. ‘Look Judge,” he 
said. “The National Wrestling 
Alliance ruled years ago that 
the injury and the use of the 
bandage were legitimate. 
Just because | am the king of 
wrestling and everybody else 
is jealous of my greatness, | 
have to go though all this?” 

“Mr. Ladd,’’ Judge Whitney 
said, ‘‘please answer only the 
questions, and direct your 
responses to the panel.” 

Ladd was dismissed from 
the stand. | was the next 
witness. | usually get nervous 
in courtroom situations, but 
this time | was very sure 


of myself. 

“Mr. Saks," a board 
member asked, “is Mr. Ladd’s 
claim that the National 
Wrestling AUiance  legiti- 
mized the thumb injury , 
valid?" 

“Yes,” | replied, “but | am 


not questioning a decision 
that was made over a decade 
ago. | question whether such 











a policy can remain in 
existence this long. It is 
inconceivable that his thumb 
can still be injured after this 
length of time. And it is my 
opinion, and the opinion of 
many others, that Mr. Ladd 
has taken advantage of the 
NWA’s negligence in re- 
examining that thumb." 

“What proof do we have, 
Mr. Saks, that his injury is not 
permanent in nature, as Mr. 
Ladd claims,” | was asked. 

“That's a valid question,” | 
replied. “If Mr. Ladd never 
used the thumb in competition, 
| would be willing to accept 
the possibility. that it was 
permanently damaged. But if 
the board will look at the 
films, in each of these 
matches, Ladd has used the 
thumb to his advantage. It is 
also my opinion, again an 
opinion that | share with 
many, that there is some kind 
of object beneath the tape ... 

| was cut off abruptly. 
“Please, Mr. Saks, let’s stick 
to the facts,’ a panelist said. 

In my mind, that was a very 
relevant fact, one that this 
board should have paid more 
attention to. In fact, | thought 
this hearing wasn’t being 
heard at all. The board 
members seemed unwilling 
to confront Ladd. Judge 
Whitney watched the 
procedings, but never said a 
word. He, too, seemed 
intimidated by Ladd. 

In fact, the whole wrestling 
world seems intimidated by 
Ladd. Perhaps it won't be 
until a wrestler is seriously 
injured in the ring before 
anybody has the guts to do 
anything. As for myself, there 
is one 6-9, 320-pound 
wrestler that | can no longer 
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Box 48 Offer #2: Any 2 magazines (your choice) for $3.00 
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AVAILABLE 
FOR THE FIRST TIME 
IN 15 YEARS 


THE ORIGINAL 


BOXING \ WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED\ NEWS 


ONLY °5 EACH 


All the back issues of the original BOXING ILLUSTRATED-WRESTLING 
NEWS listed for sale in this ad were edited and published by Stanley 
Weston, who founded the magazine in 1958 and sold his interests in 1964. 
Each issue contains an exciting wrestling section, cram-packed with 
thrilling photos and, award-winning stories. No wrestling fan can call his 
magazine collection complete without these back issue treasures. 
Remember, these back issues have not been available to the public for over 
15 years,.although many have been sold by private collectors for as much 
as $75 a copy, Naturally, the supply is limited, so order today and avoid 
disappointment 
ALL SALES FINAL. NO EXCHANGES OR REFUNDS CAN BE MADE 


BOXING ILLUSTRATED 
WRESTLING NEWS 

















O Feb. 1959 © Aug. 1959 (© July1962 (i Sept. 1963 
O Mar.1959 © Sept.1959 © Aug. 1962 1 Oct. 1963 
O April 1959 © July 1961 © Nov. 1962 (© Nov. 1963 
O May 1959 © Mar.1962 (© Dec. 1962 O Jan. 1964 
O June 1959 © April 1962 © Jan.1963 C Feb. 1964 
: O Feb. 1963 © Mar. 1964 
SEND TO: O June 1963 © May 1964 
T.V. SPORTS O July 1963 0 July 1964 
BOX 48 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 
11571 


Please rush me the issues of BOXING ILLUSTRATED/ 
WRESTLING NEWS | have checked. | am enclosing $5.00 
for each copy. 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY 
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RINGSIDE 


(Continued from Page 12) 


Talented Eddie Gilbert is 
headed to Georgia. He'd like to 
form a tag team with his friend 
Tommy Rich. .. Mil Mascaras 
is discussing a possible tag team 
partnership with Pedro Morales 
in the WWF .. . One of the 
wildest bouts in history was 
recently held in West Virginia 
between Andre the Giant and 
The Sheik. Blood flowed as fists 
and chairs flew. Eventually the 





The battle between The Sheik and 
Andre the Giant will always be 
remembered by the fans in 
West Virginia. 
two took the battle outside the 
ring where they were both 
disqualified 

Bryan St. John and Stanley 
Lane claim they don't care if 
they ever win the Florida tag 
team belts again. “What will it 
prove if we beat those two bums 
Jack Brisco and Jim Garvin,” 
St. John says. “It won't prove a 
damn thing. Weare the best. We 
know it. That’s all that counts.” 

Blackjack Mulligan says he is 
now certain who Masked 
Superstar I] is. And he vows to 
unmask the hated rulebreaker 
by the time you're reading this 
E Superstar Grahant has 
hinted that he may be wrestling 


in Texas again in the near future 
... Ted DiBiase is back from a 
successful tour of Japan. 

Billy Robinson is wrestling in 
Memphis, Tennessee, and has 
become a big hit with the fans. 
However, he is hot much ofa hit 
with some of the area’s rule- 
breakers. ‘I find the 
competition very exciting in 
Tennessee,” Robinson says. “I 
hope to be here for quite a long 
time.” Robinson is also ‘aware 


that AWA champion Nick 
Bockwinkel - defends his title 
there on occasion, and he is 


waiting for his big chance the 
next time Nick reappears. 

Ray Stevens and Greg 
Valentine have unseated Rick 
Steamboat and Jay Young- 
blood for the NWA tag team 
belts... The Masked Superstars 





The hated Masked Superstars are 
now in control of the Mid-Atlantic tag 
team championship. 


have won the tournament to 
decide Mid-Atlantic tag team 
champions . . . Pampero Firpo 
is destroying all challengers in 
Puerto Rico... Veteran star A 
“Kangaroo” Costello also 
wrestling in Puerto Rico and 
looking sensational . . . Dusty 
Rhodes is headed to Japan as is 
WWE champion Bob Backlund. 

That's all for now. See you 
next time. 

















ADULTS! FINISH 


HIGH SCHOOL 


AT HOME-SPARETIME! 








Study at Home, No Class- 
rooms, Set Your Own Pace, 
Wide Choice of Subjects to Fit 
Your Interests, Credit for 


Subjects Finished Earlier, Low 
Cost, Easy Payments, No 
Salesman will call on You, 
Ever. 








Join more than 150,000 men and women like you who 
have been graduated from American Schoo! since 1946 


You'll enjoy finishing high school with this 
adult-oriented “‘class of one’ method. Since 
1897, over 2,000,000 men and women have 
enrolled with us, since 1946 alone over 150,000 
have graduated from our high schoo! program 
Whatever the reason you did not finish your 
high school, you'll find the “'school of the 
second chance’’ - American School — can help 
you to succeed, at your own pace, in the 
privacy of your home 

We offer a hundred subjects, including such as 
auto mechanics, oceanography, typing and 





secretarial, art, or home decoration, so that you 
can “tailor” your course to your own interests 
and needs. 

Too, we give you full credit for any subjects you 
satisfactorily completed in high schoo! 

Do mail the coupon — or telephone free — to- 
day and let us mail your information on our 
Accreditations, Diploma, special home study 
method, low tuition, down payment and month- 
'y payments without interest 

AMERICAN SCHOOL Dept. 10790 

850 E. 58th St., Chicago, IL 60637 


------------ +--+ 
TELEPHONE American School, Dept. 10790 ' 
FREE DAY OR 850 E. 58th St., Chicago, IL 60637 ' 
NIGHT FOR Please rush me information on American School ! 
FASTER SERVICE high school course. accreditation, diploma, lowtu- 0 

ition cost. No salesman is to call ! 
NAME ! 
ADDRESS ! 

1 800-621-5809 CITY, STATE & ZIP : 
FROM ILLINOIS: TELEPHONE ( t 

800 621-972-5858 y i 








DRAW ANY PERSON 


in one minute! 
NO LESSONS! NO TALENT! 





Artiat’s Conception 


NORTON PRODUCTS °;” 
Dept.310 P.0.B0x70 
New Rochelle, NY 10804 





IN FULL COLOR. SEALED In PLASTIC 


If you wish to know the facts about 
HEIGHT INCREASE, send 35¢ tor 


details to:  TALL-UP DEPT. 70001 
Box 32307. Louisville, Ky. 40232 
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cA BONANZA 
FOR 
COLLECTORS 


The Only Back Issue Of 
The Famous WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED Still Available! 


WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED, the 
1965 classic wrestling magazine, 
is one of the most highly sought 
after collector's 
items. Butif you 
act immedi- 
ately, you can 
STILL buy a few 
of its best and 
most classic 













‘Wrestling 


Feb/65 
PEPPER GOMEZ 


Pinups are 
listed under 
each issue. 


issues! There is 
only a limited 
supply — avail- 
able, and those 
are going quick- 
ly. THE GIANT 
POSTER PIN-UP PICTURES IN FULL 
COLOR are just one of the 
many attractions of WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED. 


Each copy of WRESTLING ILLUS- 
TRATED will soon increase in value 
by up to $10. Buying a copy of this 
classic magazine now is a golden 
investment. You can’t go wrong, so 
order now! 
| NOW ONLY $2 EACH 

T.V. SPORTS, INC. 





March/65 
ARGENTINA APOLLO 


Box 48 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED | have 
checked below. | am enclosing $2 


| 
Please rush me the back issues of 
for each issue. | 











| 
| 
| 
| 
| O Feb. 1965 
| 
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CO March 1965 
Name | 
Address 
City | 
State S Zip | 











OFF THE TOP ROPE 


(Continued from Page 18) 


Dear Mr. Driver: 

As you are clearly someone 
well-acquainted with craziness, 
stupidity, and ignorance, | can 
understand why you can't tell 
the difference between 
intelligent criticism and drivel 
praising Rick Steamboat. If 
your lips hadn't tired out, you 
could have read the whole 
column and discovered it 
contained many critical letters. 
It did not contain letters about 
Rick Steamboat, as that subject 
had been covered in previous 
columns. 

Dear Mr. Shocket: 

I've got news for you and your 
rulebreaking friends. In the 
WWF, Ivan Koloff, Stan Stasiak, 
Superstar Billy Graham, and 
Buddy Rogers have only held 
the WWF title for exactly 386 
days. Bruno Sammartino, 
Pedro Morales, and Bob 
Backlund have held it for over 
14 years; Mr. Sammartino 
holding it for 11 years or so. 

What have you got to say 
about that? 

CHRIS CHELTENHAM 
Woodbury, NJ 
Dear Mr. Cheltenham: 

When you have referees 
doing everything in their power 
to assure “scientific” wrestlers 
keep their titles, it's a miracle 
“rulebreakers” ever win. As for 
Bruno the Brainless and his title 
reign, you get what you pay for. 
Referees are cheaper by the 
dozen. 

Dear Danny: 

Have you seen Ric Flair's new 
change? Well, either way, I'm 
still his fans, but the record 
shows Ric was better as a 
winner. 





In a way, | wish he would © 


change back and tag team with 
Austin Idol or Jimmy Valiant. 
They would be great! 
CLIFT BODENHAMER 
Mockville, NC 





Dear Clift: 

Either way, | also remain afan 
of Ric Flair. | agree that Ric is 
squandering his natural 
abilities. If you read the Ric Flair 
story in this issue, you'll see that 
Ric could be so much better. 
His attempt to be a fan favorite 
is a sorrow and a pity. 
Dear Nut Head: 

lf you had any brains, you'd 
be dangerous! If you think the 
Samoans are going to beat Ivan 
Putski and Tito Santana, you're 
out of your cotton pickin’ mind. 





The Samoans do not have what it 
takes to dethrone WWF tag team 
champions Ivan Putski and Tito 
Santana, writes Scott Lessing. 





Ivan Putski and Tito Santana 
are training harder for those 
wild fool Samoans. Putski and 
Santana are going to tear ‘em 
limb from fat!!!! | thought I'd 
better warn you in advance! 
Putski and Santanaare the best, 
number one forever! 

SCOTT LESSING 

Chicopee, MA 
Dear Scott Lessing: 

People who are Putski and 
Santana fans shouldn't live in 
glass houses, throw rocks or 
call other people nut heads. By 
the time this is published, I’m 
sure “forever” will be over. O 


' 
y 





BONUS! Pocket” Math- Wizard’ 


with Math book 
Get the Right Answers in a Flash Without Paper or Pencil! 
Detachable Math tables to carry in your pocket. Gives in- 
‘stant answers when you convert fractions into decimals, 
Bercentages. and the reverse. Plus many other tables that 
Solve the toughest math problems in a ji 


SIMPLE 

‘New Short Cut Math 

Skills. in Only. Weeks 
-10 minutes a day 
..for Higher Pay Jobs. 

Now one large volume ‘orn 


Self 
Teacher, 






Ne 9°- up", of reterence, Summary 
ebra, makosreview easy. Exarosee 
lus. rack your progress. Catcher 
Tackle any math problem rors instantly Pass Pass civil ser 
pel dd vos id ke oa. A must for 
en ncvanced wi sticedores rears 
eames ares Cavers home finances. ase 
lay experience. pre- Send $7.95 + 60¢ for shi 
sented step-t pang tes: ping, Return book within "0 
trated, Learn feline — for a refund i not satis- 
tice trom “scratch”, “brush: 

VALCO Publishing Co. « Dept 555 

BOX 70 New Rochelle, N.Y. 10804 


At last!! You can 
have the strong, 
powerful body 
you've always 
wantod!! 

FREE 
information on 
the incredably 
fast method!! 


AMERICAN POWERHOUSE Dept. B 
P.O, Box 667, Minneapolis, MN 55440 
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SHORT STATURED? 
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3 Important Volumes 


—Case & Medical Histories. . $5.00 
=Yitamins, Glands & Growth $3:00 


Vol. 1 
Vol, II 
Vol. 11 Exercises & Movements. . 


ACT NOW! 
Or — get all THREE for just $12.00 


Physical Culture Products, 
Dept. (vsT-35) Box 1548 
Pompano Beach, Fla. 33060 














MORGENSTEIN REPORT 


(Continued from Page 27) 


TERRIBLE TOR KAMATA 





Huge and menacing, Tor 
Kamata stalks WWF scientific 
wrestlers like a hungry hunter. 
Skilled as both a catch-as- 
catch can and sumo wrestler, 
Kamata may one day pose the 


greatest threat to Bob 
Backlund’s title. Fred Blassie 
manages this big, tough 
maniac from the other side of 
the Pacific. My sources say 





Blassie eyes both WWF titles 
and foresees Tor Kamata 
teaming with Hulk Hogan in a 
brutally effective tag team. 
However, my gut feeling is 
Blassie and Captain Lou 
Albano will eventually tangle. 
There's simply not enough 
titles to satisfy these ruth- 
lessly ambitious managers. 
What happens if Albano’s 
jungle beasts, The Samoans, 
capture the WWF tag team 
title? Would Blassie abandon 
unspoken ambitions and direct 
himself. toward Backlund’s 
crown, using Hogan as his 


_principal weapon? | don’t think 


so. My prediction says Blassie 
and Albano must clash over 
disputed ambitions, and when 
that happens, repercussions 
will shake and change 
wrestling forever. 


VALENTINE PREDICTS TITLE! 


Driven out of the Mid- 
Atlantic area, driven out of the 
WWF, Greg Valentine is a 
frustrated young man. Yet that 
foul mouth and foul talent 
won't rest. Despite numerous 
setbacks, Valentine and 
partner Ray Stevens are 
confident of taking the NWA 
tag team crown from Rick 
Steamboat and Jay Young- 
blood. According to Valentine, 
the champions lack stamina 
and courage. Valentine insists 
it's merely a matter of time 
before the young champs fold 
under the bludgeoning 
pressure. As distasteful as this 
may sound, | also believe 


Valentine and Stevens will 
wear down the champs. This 
isn't a criticism of Youngblood 
and Steamboat, but grudging 
praise of the challengers. Even 








mindless viciousness can 
triumph if applied with sinister 
regularity. Look for Valentine 
and Stevens to win and start a 
treacherous reign of terror as 
NWA tag team champs. 
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Uplift Your 
SOCIAL LIFE! 
WITH INVISIBLE 
“LIFTEE” 
HEIGHT 













1 ng called shorty? Slip these invisible 
HEIGHT INCREASE PADS In any pair of shoes. Now 
step into them and lent. THE 
SAME HEIGHT INCREASE AS EXPENSIVE HEIGHT IN- 
CREASING SHOES, for a fraction of the cost to give 
you new poise and self confidence—a key to suc- 
ess and romance. No one. will suspect. hat you 
are wearing them. These LIGHTWEIGHT FOAM RUB- 
BER AND CUSHION CORK PADS fit securely without 
Eluing, and interchangeable in any. shoes. ‘Con- 
structed and designed for walking comfort; aids 
josture. Worn by thousands of men and women. 
rable’ and shock absorbing, state shoe size. 
10 DAY TRIAL! Money Back Guarantee! 
4st send ame and adcres. Pay postman an delve, 
$2.98 plus postage per pair of “LIFTEE” HEIGHT 
INCREASE PADS (Orsend only $2. 980) us 50¢ shipping 
Charges with order and we pay 
airs $7 00.) TODAY TIAL MUST SATISFY OR RETURN AND 
MONEY WILL BE REFUNDED. 


THE LIFTEE Co, 
Dept mA-189 , 12 Warren 





















The Only 
ONE-MAN 
PORTABLE 


SAWMILL Of Its Kind In The Wor World” 

If you need good, high-quality lumber, don’t let 
inflated lumber prices stop your important building 
proterts The Belsaw goes right to the trees and 

lurns out smooth, true-cut lumber. . . even begin- 
ners get excellent results. Just one man (no crew 
needed) can easily cut enough on weekends to save 
hundreds of dollars over high lumberyard prices, For 
power use tractor PTO or other low HP diesel or 
electric unit. Factory-direct selling keeps price low, 
and convenient time payments may be arranged. 


‘Send for FREE BOOK! Just mail coupon below for 
“How To Saw Lumber” booklet and complete facts 
on the One-Man Sawmill. There is NO Obligation 
and NO Salesman Will Call on you. Do it TODAY! 
M4, GELSAW MACHINERY CO. 

Geet) 3172 FIELD BUILDING 
|, KANSAS CITY, MO 64111 


ZBELSM pill 





Please send all facts and details in 
\\ your FREE BOOK “How To Saw 

Lumber”. 1 understand there is No 
f:'\ Obligation and that No Salesman will 
ai call on me. 











ON ASSIGNMENT 


(Continued from Page 8) 


and I were determined to spot as 
many “Secretariats” as we could. 

The first race came and went, 
and the horse Jimmy and | bet 
on ran slow enough to win the 
second race! 

“Damn nag Jimmy 
screamed. “Sometimes | think 
it’s easier bodyslamming a 300- 
pound wrestler than it is picking 
a winner at the track.” 

Valiant missed the second 
race because a group of about 
12 teenage girls spotted him by 


. fifth 





the $10 windows and mobbed 
him, asking for autographs, 
losing tickets, strands of his 
blond locks, or just a smile. It 
was a strange sight at the track. 
My horse, a lame named 
“Ahab’s Folly,” decided to 
enjoy the track scenery 
somewhere in the backstretch. 
Probably still running. 
Finally, we hit a winner inthe 
“Daddy. baby. 
Jimmy screamed. “There is a 
God after all.” Cigars and beers 





race, 





People like Valiant and Farhood gamble whenever they have the chance. Win 
or lose, it doesn’t matter. It’s the thrill of chance that intrigues these two. 








were on him. Valiant, like all | 


racetrack regulars, seems to 
receive an injection of 
invigoration when his horse 
manages to throw a nose in 
front of the rest of the finish line. 

In between sips of brew, | 
asked Valiant how he first got 
addicted to horse racing. 

“Well, you know we had three 
boys in the family, me, Johnny, 
and Jerry, and sometimes on the 
weekends, papa Valiant—what 
a cool daddy he was—would 
take us to this farm about 120 
miles from our house. We'd run 
around, wrestle in the grass, and 
enjoy the fresh air. There was 
this horse, I think we named it 
“Clownie.” He really got along 
with me and my brothers, and 
we really grew to love that 
horse. Every time we left the 
farm, we'd think about 
Clownie until we came back the 
next time. 

“One day, Clownie died. He 
had the flu or something, and 
they accidentally gave him an 
overdose of antibiotics. We all 
cried for weeks. Then one day 
papa Valiant took us all to the 
racetrack. We couldn't believe 
how many beautiful horses 
there were, healthy, shiny, and 
fast. They made Clownie seem 
so slow. Ever since our first trip 
to the track, I’ve been going 
back regularly.” 

Our trip to Churchill Downs 
ended in an odd way. The ninth 
race went off, and Jimmy's 
horse won by five lengths. Only 
one trouble: when I walked him 
to the cashiers window to 
collect his winnings (about $40), 
he couldn't find his ticket, 

“Where the hell is it?” Jimmy 
asked. He began to search every 
pocket. I did the same. We 
couldn't find it. 

“Look in your trunks,” an old 
man yelled. Jimmy could do 
nothing but laugh. Oo 











Ss 
TS AVAILABLE 
FOR THE FIRST TIME 


L alle VEARS * 


All the x issues of the ORIGINAL 

WRESTLING REVUE listed for sale in this advertisement were edited 
and published by Stanley Weston, who founded Wrestling Revue in 1959 
and sold his interests in the magazine in 1964. These extremely rare back 
issues have not been available to the public in almost 15 years, although 
many have been sold by private collectors for as much as 75 dollars per 
copy. This is a rare opportunity for those of you who collect and treasure 
truly fine wrestling magazines of great historic importance, ata price you 
can afford. Most of these issues contain magnificent, full color pin up 
portraits of the world’s greatest wrestlers, some of whom are still active. 
The supply of these collector's treasures is very limited, so order today and 

avoid disappointment. 

ALL SALES FINAL. NO EXCHANGES OR REFUNDS WILL BE MADE. 


WRESTLING REVUE 
CL] SPRING 1961 L] JUNE 1962 
FALL 1961 _] DECEMBER 1962 
CJ WINTER 1961 FEBRUARY 1963 
_] DECEMBER 1961 [|] DECEMBER 1963 
FEBRUARY 1962 |_| FEBRUARY 1964 
APRIL 1962 C) APRIL 1964 


SEND TO: 

T.V. SPORTS 

BOX 48 

ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 
11571 


Please rush me the issues of WRESTLING REVUE | have 
checked. | am enclosing $5.00 for EACH copy. 
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Rates: ne ied Box 5, Sarasota, Fl. 33578 
MERCHANDISE FOR SALE 
EIREWORKS Over 100 Woms. Tos cually, lowest 
Prices, catalog yro-Sonic Devices, Box 

SIUM), Grand Haven, file eal? 

ELVIS 1280 Memorial Calendar, Exclusive edition. 

13 framable 8¥2x11 color pictures. $5.95, P&H $ 

LEP. Publications, Box 1008), ‘Corona, Ca. 91720 
WANTED TO BUY 

SCRAP Catalytic Converters $21.00 each! Buy for 

$5.00, and make 400% Profit! Complete details, $5.00 

(retund: ia Salvage, 12387 Minges, Battle 

















p7_ Carbide, tantalum, silver, 

Hrellte, Poley's Salvaes 61s3 M0 
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 

$210 WEEKLY /possible. Addressing - mailing enve- 


lopest Start Immediately. Word, Box  6652(MG), 
Atlanta, Ga. 


900%, PROFIT (is Jewelry “sell_on sight” 
Giant. color catalog Free: Cameo, 171 Madison Ave., 


old, 














mon : fevaioes 
COUNTRY Boy -A success story challenging youn. 
$9.95 postpaid. Pellerin, Box 400, Kenner, La. 70063 
EMPLOYMENT INFORMATION 
OFFSHORE Jobs. Extremely high Income, Com: 
plete details, $4.00. Box 20652, New Orleans. La. 70190 
MONEYMAKING OPPORTUNITIES 

















WEEKLY! Commission mailing. Pacific, 
97084 


$500 

Box_1109(5J). Lake Grove, © 
EARN $1,000/thousand wel 
at home, Free supplies. 
Box'904, ‘Mentone, Ca. 92559 e, 
$60/HUNDRED addressing envelopes. 
Serine Fees details. United, Box au) Bel 








“stuffing envelopes 
Send SASE to: FLT, 








infeed 
rose, 














ingt“Aftack, 
Dodge, 





PERSONAL - MISCELLANEOUS. 
WORTHERN Men's Sauna, 137.08 Northern, Blvd. 
Flushing, N.¥.11354. Open Spm, closed 3 am. 359-9617 
BORROW By Maill Free, Details! MBG, Box 
2298(MM), Sandusky, Oh. 

SYNTHETIC GASOLINE na clel entra 
In Eurcoe, Send $1 oa co ae Donald Callahan, 
oll yw 























GET “HIGH” Na v7. Free proot 

Asttosounds, ‘AN2TOUMAV) Randell,” Saint “Chorles, 

CLASSIFIEDS PAY! Free rate folio. National 
Fla. 30578 





Classified, Box 5, Sarasota, 








BUILD MUSCLES 


Build big muscles in just 3 few 
weeks, Gain up to % inch 
daily. Increase strength, Gain 
weight, Turn fat into muscle 
For details, send 35¢ (guaran. 
teed) to 

Muscle Builders, Dept. 70001 
Box32307, Louisville.Ky. 40232) 


















The Most SouEnt after Mame in 
Doberman Pinschers 
and Rottweilers 


Aired pups bee for 







ERTAL KENNEL 


KIMBED 
RFDI_Kinberton Pema. 9442 315-353-4902 or 923.2600 





KUNG-FU - KARATE 


Learn unbeatable fighting power 
BLACK BELT INSTRUCTORS 


oe HOME STUDY COURSE 


CERTIFICATE AWARDED 
For 
getais NEW ORIENT KARATE SCHOOL 


write Dept18G Box 5, Avon. NJ. 077? 
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PRESS CONFERENCE 


(Continued from Page 35) 
SDAA OAISTER 


“Backlund can only run and hide and cry 
for so long until the public pressure forces him to 
wrestle me. Nurd. Creep. Fans may be dumb, 
but they've brains enough to realize who the top 
contender is and who the next champion will be.” 


desert, Blassie is brilliant. Our 
strategy is too wonderful for 
words, so I'll just have to put it 
into action. 

BROCK: Isn't it true you're 
nothing more than a mindless 
puppet for Fred Blassie’s 
ruthless ambitions? 

HOGAN: What you saying, old 
man? 

BROCK: Isn’t it true you have 
absolutely no say over fight 
strategy? 








HOGAN: No. 

BROCK: Isn't it true Blassie 
threatened to drop your 
contract if you lost a match? 
HOGAN: No, uh, Fred wants a 
winner, that’s why he picked 
me. And I don't like your 
questions, so get out. 

BROCK: Fine (puts on hat). 
Had to leave anyway. 
APTER: Hulk, we'd all like to 
thank... 

HOGAN: Just get out. Oo 
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Bruno Goes Berserk 


(Continued from Page 37) 


“Like a prelim bum,” said 
Bruno.. “He forgot everything | 
ever taught him.” 

Or did he? According to 
Zbyszko, his behavior during 
but I'd hate to see him in a 
wheelchair the rest of his life.” 

“That creep said that about 
me?” growled Bruno. “Dog- 
gone, he'll pay for that, the 
lousy creep.” 

Despite his pained hurt, 
Sammartino was not the initial 
aggressor. That is, until 
Zbyszko flailed him with a 
brutalizing succession of body 
blows. Punches, kicks, scratches 


Se aaaeeaeded 


the match reflected years of 
observing similar actions 
by Bruno. 

“That rulebreaker called mea 
bum? Guy can't wrestle within 
the rules. You saw what 
happened in previous bouts,” 
said Zbyszko. 

In this particular bout, 
Zbyszko, after battering Bruno 
with punches, fled the ring as 
Sammartino’s anger intensified. 

“Coward,” shouted Bruno. 

Whatever Zbyszko’'s spinal 


color, his mind performed 
wondrous feats. Zbyszko 
slipped under the ropes, 





Very rarely will Bruno Sammartino be driven to inflicting so much punishment 
on an opponent. Larry Zbyszko brings out a dark side of the former WWF 
champion. Above: With Zbyszko’s leg entangled in the ropes, Bruno drives his 
knee into Larry’s throat. Below: Referee Dick Kroll and Arnold Skoaland pull 


Bruno away. 
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EARS ate Bruno from behind the 
neck and drives his head into the ring 
apron. Much of the battle took place 


outside the Madison Square 
Garden ring. 
followed by Bruno. When 


Zbyszko re-entered the ring, he 
had already positioned himself 
in a better fighting stance than 
Bruno, crawling through 
the ropes. 

“He could use any lousy trick 
he wants,” said Bruno. “It won't 
help the bum.” 

Finally, Bruno could not 
contain his’ rage. Something 
snapped. Observers of Bruno 
Sammartino since he first broke 
in could not remember a rage 
like this. He simply went berserk, 

“| don’t know, something 
went crazy inside me,” said 
Bruno. “! saw red and wanted to 
kill him, wanted to kill that creep 
and pay him back foreverything 
he did to me and all his fans. 

“I'm not happy about what | 
did. |'m ashamed. Really | am.” 

Referee Dick Kroll ws barely 
able to restrain Bruno as the 
former WWF champion choked 
Zbyszko, banging his skull 
against the canvas. 

The end was sad, almost 
tragic. Bruno Sammartino 
disqualified. No footnote could 
end that simple statement of 
hateful obsession. Once again, 
a bitter feud engulfs two fine 
men. 

Bruno Sammartino, dis- 
qualified. Larry Zbyszko, rule- 
breaker. Need anything further 
be added? oO 
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The Von Erich Blitzkrieg 


(Continued from Page 41) 


title. We're working together 
for it. 

“There's a long and honorable 
history of brothers taking the 
NWA title. Dory and Terry Funk 
have both been champion. Jack 
Brisco was champion and always 
said his brother, Jerry, helped 
him. We're doing the same thing. 

“It’s natural for brothers to 
help each other. ‘We've always 
been-close.” 

Yet, why is it important fora 
Von Erich to be champion? 

Kevin is the one who answers 
that question. 

“Though he won't admit it,” 
Kevin reveals, “our father was 
never a world champion 


because of us. When other 
wrestlers were working out in 
the gym, he’d be playing with us. 
At times, he didn’t take important 
matches because they fell on our 
birthdays; he always wanted to 
be home on our birthdays. Fritz 
Von Erich made many sacrifices 
for his family. He gave up a great 
deal to give us happy 
childhoods. We followed in his 
footsteps because we admire 
him so much.” 

“This is our way of thanking 
him,” Kerry continues. “We 
want the name ‘Von Erich’ in the 
history books under ‘champion.’ 

“And no matter what the first 
name will be, the man who 





In their thinking, it is unimportant which Von Erich wins the NWA title, as long 
as the goal is accomplished by one of them. Above, Race cries out in pain as 


Kevin applies a powerful leg scissors. 





earned the title will be Fritz Von 
Erich. | want to make sure 
everyone knows that. Our father 
made it possible for one of us to 
be champion.” 

So the brothers go back to 
their films and notebooks. An 
observer looks for some hint that 





Race is directed head-first to the mat 
as David executes a sunset flip. The 
Von Erichs know they must use their 
wrestling ability and not try to brawl 
with the champion 


the brothers are holding back 
from each other, actually saving 
some information for them- 
selves, Yet, watching them plot 
strategies, you realize each is 
working his best to make the 
other champion. Rarely has 
anyone seen a more selfless 
group of athletes at work. 

Naturally, Harley Race knows 
about the brothers’ intentions. 
He pretends it doesn’t worry 
him. “I don’t care what they're 
doing,” he says, “as long as | 
remain champion.” 

Harley Race wants to keep the 
title. But three-to-one are 
difficult odds to overcome. O 
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DUSTY RHODES 


“Andre's my buddy,” said 
Rhodes. “I don’t dump on 
buddies,” said Rhodes. 

Yet Andre was slightly 
bewildered by the strange turn 
of events. 

“l was in trouble and Dusty 
didn’t run in,” said Andre, 
shaking his head. “I know the 
referee prevented help. That is 
an old story when rulebreakers 
gang up on scientific wrestlers. 
Dusty couldn't help, that's all. | 
do not see any vast con- 
spiracies at all.” 

Andre paused, 
head, and sighed. 

“I don’t think about that night 
or that turkey,” said Rhodes 
“I've paid the bum back. That's 


shook his 


(Continued from Page 43) 


history, man.” 

But scars merely fade, never 
vanish. Try as Rhodes can, he 
cannot forget that night. 
Perhaps bury the memory, not 
destroy it. Thus the mere 
mention. of Terry Funk 
produces some reaction. 
Sometimes rage, sometimes 
contempt, sometimes .. . fear. 

“Ll ain't afraid of no one, hear, 
no one in the whole damn 
world,” yelled Rhodes. 

Assume Rhodes didn't lie. 
Why wouldn't he help out 
Andre? An even worse 
explanation could be betrayal. 
Why would Dusty Rhodes 
betray Andre? 


“Still, that hasn't stopped 





Volkoff rips at the mouth of Andre the Giant. Andre took one of the worst 
beatings of his career at the hands of both Volkoff and Funk. Some observers 
think that Dusty could have been more helpful to his partner. 
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Rhodes before,” he said. “| do 
not know what to make of all 
this. Very strange, Dusty 
Rhodes would not betray me. | 
would bet my life on that. And | 
cannot believe Dusty is afraid of 
Funk. But...” 

Could there 
explanation? 

“That Rhodes is a sly little 
devil,"’ cracked long-time 
Florida wrestling fan Nathan 
Grandies, “| think he’s up to 
something.” 

Ponder the imponderables. 
Perhaps Rhodes is setting a 
trap for Funk. Perhaps Rhodes 
wants Funk to think he's afraid, 
convince Funk to drop his 
guard, attempt an overly 
ambitious, foolish move. 
Maybe, just maybe. 

“That makes me sound kinda 
deceitful and | don't go fornone 
of that stuff,” said Dusty. “I 
don't need tricks to bump off 
Terry Funk.” 

If Dusty were 
unsuspecting Funk into a 
bloody ambush, wouldn't 
Andre the Giant be a suit- 
able ally? 

“Dusty didn't say anything to 
me about any ambush,” said 
The Giant. “I don’t know what 
you're talking about.” 

Surely Funk doesn't think 
Rhodes fears him. Or does he? 

“That gutless, whining, fat 
tub of petroleum jelly ain't got 
the backbone of a fish,” said 
Funk. "Next time we wrestle, |'ll 
tie an arm behind behind my 
back to give him an even chance.” 

lf Rhodes had set the trap, 
Funk's comments indicate 
movement into the ambush, 
Certainly neither Rhodes nor 
Andre would hint at a plot and 
draw Funk's suspicion. This 
may be the most brilliant 
wrestling stragegy in many 
years. ; Oo 
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ADONIS & 
VENTURA 


(Continued from Page 30) 
of ways, they’re stupid. 

“When they didn’t do the 
impossible, people began to 
get on them. Instead of 
ignoring the taunts, these 
punks let the insults eat 
them up. They grew more 
and more determined to win 
in their very next match. 
They got tight. They choked. 
When it comes down to a title 
match, professionals beat 
punks every time.” 

Does this mean Adonis and 
Ventura are no longer ateam 
to be reckoned with? 

“I wish that were so,” says 
Greg Gagne, “but those guys 
are still dangerous. Look, 
even the stupidest people 
eventually stop banging 
their heads against walls. 
One of these days, Ventura 
will turn to Adonis, or 
Adonis will turn to Ventura 
and say, ‘You know, it hurts 
banging your head against 
the wall.’ Then they'll stop 
reacting to the insults and 
concentrate on wrestling. 
When that happens, I’m 
afraid many fine wrestlers 
will suffer. When this pair 
gets it together, they'll be 
more dangerous than anyone 
imagines. A lot of guys in the 
AWA are laughing at them. 
I’m not laughing. Believe 
me, Adonis and Ventura are 
nothing to laugh about.” 

Watching this tag team 
practice, one gets the 
impression that they're 
laughing to concentrate on 
wrestling and not insults. 
The gurgling may soon stop. 
What will replace that noise 
will be cries of pain. As 
Adonis said with a look that 
could kill, “He who laughs 
last, laughs over the broken 
body of he who laughed 
first.” Oo 
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AUSTIN IDOL 


(Continued from Page 33) 


bum almost knocked my block off. 
Almost, but didn’t. Know why? 
Because | was looking for help, 
looking toward the crowd, 
listening to suggestions. Instead of 
fighting and drawing from within, 
I was looking toward others.” 

Rich finished the letter. 

“That never happened again. I 
told all my friends up and down the 
line never to come into one of my 
matches and help me. Ever. If +l 
can’t fight his own battles, he 
doesn’t deserve to win them. And 
that’s the truth. If I need help, then 
1 might as well take off the mask 
and put the boots in the closet, get 
a job behind a desk or something, 
because I’m finished. So when you 
break into wrestling, Tommy, 


remember that. You're on your 
own, as well you should be.” 


Unaware of the help he would later 
need, Wrestling II twists Austin. 
Idol's leg. 

Rich slipped the crutches under 
his armpits, swung the injured leg 
off the stool and hobbled out of the 
dressing room, turning off the light 
as he closed the door. 

The letter lay on the dark floor 
as Tommy Rich climbed through 
the ropes, preparing to interfere in 
the bout. 























THE SAMOANS 


(Continued from Page 46) 


Sika falls upon his helpless opponent 
from the top turnbuckle. There are no 
holds barred whenever the Samoans 
wrestle. 

If creatures like The 
Samoans can get away with 
breaking rules and dis- 
gracing wrestling and their 
native lands, what's next? 
Will all order vanish from 
wrestling? Will we be left 
with anarchy, with men so 
frightened of their shadows 
that rulebreakers will 
finally reign supreme? 

“I won’t stand for that. I 
won't ever allow that to 
happen. If I must stop The 
Samoans with my last ounce 
of life, I will. Nothing and 
nobody can ever destroy this 
sport as long as Rick Steam- 
boat and Jay Youngblood are 
still alive. Nothing.” 

Together, they walked out 
of the dressing room. With 
them go the fearful hopes of 
an entire wrestling world. 0 








WHAT THEY ARE SAYING 


(Continued from Page 47) 
BRUISER 


“Gimme a six-pack, a country tune, and a brawl and I'm 
like a pig in a mudbath, These Fancy Dans with 

their pirouettes and flyin’ crap, who needs that garbage? 
Wrestlin’ ain’t changed since the first time one dude 

kicked another. You get in there, beat the other guy’s brains into 
fudge and that's the end.” 





WRESTLING II 






“I'm a nice guy, like to socialize down at my local lodge, toss 
the old bowling ball down the lanes. Heck, | even enjoy 

@ good bus ride now and then. But listen, pal, watch out if you 
cross me. It’s to the moon with the likes of Austin 

Idol, so he better read this and watch his step.’’ 


TONES SAT GA) 2 Saar eee ae a a RET OP SEE | 


“T really wish people would stop asking when Ivan 

Putski and me are going to disband our tag team. We're 
champions, or doesn’t anyone care? We might be 

the most unnoticed champions in the history of wrestling. I'd 
like my fans to tell the press to lay off us and let 

me and Ivan do what we do best, winning matches.” 





SoS) M6hA WY eee 





“| stood poised at the Gates of Hell, cosmic winds 

swirling around me and threatening to carry me into that black- 

red pit of despair. What would | do, where would | go? Did 

I have the strength to carry on? Go forward, | told myself. Get off 
* the canvas of defeat and’ win this big victory. | did.’ 0 
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